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Melodic characteristics of the religious song of
Mohamed EIl-Kahlawy and how they could be used in teaching
Arabic Singing for the specialized

Egypt was known since early history as the land of art and beauty. This is
because Egyptians used to love life which allowed them to create different types of
arts. Egypt had a big variety of famous singers across its history who enriched this
field with their arts.

Mohamed EIl-Kahlawy is considered one of these most famous singers,
specifically with his religious songs. He had a very specific songs, melodically &
style wise. His songs were highly popular and lived for a long time after his death till
now. This is mainly he cause they followed the folk songs attitude and the words were
full of Islamic passions & emotions. So, he could acquire a special place in the hearts
of the Egyptian people. His songs characterized by special properties such as the
Magam, Rhythms and melodic transformations. They depended also upon very
specific melodic thymes which formed its special identity.

Arabic singing syllabus in the specialized institutions depends up on old
Arabic singing forms. Most of these syllabuses are based upon a group of old songs.
Students used to face some difficulties in performing these forms of singing because
they are generally a little bit strange & not usually heard. Some of the students may
listen to them for the first time in their lives. The unusual words & melodies may be
shocking for the most of the students. This was the main point which imitated the
scholar to think of the importance of modernizing the content of Arabic singing
syllabus to contain the most popular Egyptian songs of the most famous singers.

The scholar chose the religious songs of the Egyptian singer Mohamed El-
Kahlawy to be an example of this new attitude. The scholar selected some of these
songs as & a3 elle — il daY || et
This study also may help to protect & restore the singing heritage of one of the most

famous singing figures in Egypt & allow a kind of continuity between generations.
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